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To tThe world of conservation

Do People Care About Turtles ?

The marine turtle's status in Asia is of interest for two reasons.

- First, human activity in the region presents a wide variety of
. Threats, including excessive and illegal harvesting for meat,
" shells, skin and eggs; habitat loss from development of w‘d Among 10 public policy issues: economic problems, poverty,

-
i beaches: destructive f|5h4ng methods such as dynﬂmf'l'g education, health, crime/violence/inequality, government/good What do people Car‘e
" fiShlng and use of drift nets: and FID”L.ITiCIH from shi prng and governance, infrastructure, environment, terrorism, and relations
tourism. Many of these threats are increasing rapidly with with other countries, the survey revealed that people in ll four b t t 2
economic growth. &ty ety o et porin.| QDOUT_MOST
B, Second, marine turtles are a migratory species; their habitat Rank | Beijing | Davao City | Bangkok | Ho Chi Minh
S shar*_e_d among a !ur*ge;_numbe_r- of CGUHTF'IE-_S SU-I!'_.':h as Chlnﬂ., ‘Nevertheless over 70% of the respondents in all four countries (n = 600) (n=847) (n=789) City / Hanoi
the Ph”lppiﬂES, Cambo d“:.- Thurlund, Mﬂ]ﬂ}fﬂiﬂ, Vietnam and © agree that environmental problems are not properly taken care of. (n=1,444)
Indonesia
Coordinated pﬂ”{:fES to conserve marine turties are thus pMany studies have highlighted that conservation efforts for less- 1 Erc'c?l:r:lc::‘r:g Erc'c?glc::\r:g E:ggloer:‘n'; Erc'c?grenl;\r:g

&’ more likely to be effective than those pursued by countries ~ known species have less public appeal than species that are more
" charismatic, cute or familiar.

on their own. There is evidence of the willingness of il S e il <t > | Good Poverty Poverty Good
: . : is is the case, marine turtles may have fairly strong
gnur_ﬁrles in East E'll'n?c Snﬁ‘l'heus?fism to C:{:olla ‘rnrﬁfe_rﬁuf SO appeal-they are not an obscure species Governance Governance
ﬂr'” € measures rtaken nave no €en adequare 1o € “‘\1';2, Asians are familiar with them, although they may not have seen 3 Envi Good Good Ed ,
challenge. live turtles, or consumed their meat or eggs. nvironment 00 00 ucation

In this study EEPSEA explores this issue in a comparative framework in China, Governance | Governance
Thailand, the Philippines and Vietnam. It assesses the prospects for increased

regional or national efforts to conserve marine turtles in Asia: whether Asians An individual 5 d abou+t d d
value turtles more for their use as food, shells, etc., than for non-use values: n ndividual may be concerned about’ endangere

whether Asians are aware of marine turtles and their plight; and whether there is animals, without taking action to prevent their

sufficient local willingness to pay to support larger consérvation efforts. extinction. He or she may assume that someone else
g i PP 9 will or should solve the problem. There is some

evidence of this in the survey results.
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Using a common survey instrument, the
research team applied the contingent
valuation method (CVM) to assess the
willingness of local populations to pay for
the conservation of marine turtles. The
survey explored how a variety of payment
vehicles affected people's decisions to
support national and regional
conservation plans and included an
extensive set of attitudinal questions.

Between 57 % and 65% of respondents E'I'r'-cngg/ agreed that
“it is everyone's duty to ensure that plants and animals as we
know them today will exist for mankind in the future”.

m When making personal trade-offs, however, there was a
notable drop in supporting cpinions. Only 4% of the
respondents in Davao strongly agreed that “"governments
should raise taxes for more endangered species protection”.
The percentage of “"strongly agree™ in the other cities was
similarly low.
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The number of respondents saying “Yes” to each
bid under the Regional Mandatory Program

Bid Beijing Davao Bangkok Ho Chi

~..And Are They Willing To Pay For Them ?
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That allowed the researchers to assess ) (i _ (US$/mo City Minh City Pt A A AR
. . ' S — - ' n’rh/ hh) / Hanoi - Information about the importance of marine turtles to coastal and oceans ecosystems;
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iy . . . 01 30 (56) 0" They then asked respondents whether they would be willing to contribute fo the
and willi ngness to pay. by d ro pp | ng off q uestionnaires : X g:ﬂfg;ﬂrgf? paying a monthly surcharge on their electricity bills for a period of
' . 0.25 37 (66) 2 Separate groups of respondents were asked their willingness to pay for one of
a'l' peo p l es resi dences. " three marine furtle conservation packages: (i) a region-wide program financed
Objectives of the Project 0.5 19 (48) 68 (69) through a mandatory charge, (ii) a r'elgrun-unde program financed through
volunfary contributions, and (ii1) a nafional program financed through a
Al’roge’rher' 3,680 r'espondenTS (1USD) | 16(40) | 17(28) | 20(36) | 44 (44) , mandafory charge. T |
_ =, . 0:: Respondents were familiar with marine furtles and belrfzved them fo be
emsionconmen. atomcnenien | pArTicipated in the survey; these 2 USb 17 (31) Drate commbarions. Oy The lwest srcharge (B.05 USD per housshold per
Program Program d I I 1_ d 25 USD 18 (33) mnn‘rh} w&:uﬂld qu:rt]ssh:l:t_ r‘}wefg{enﬂhjm infn” fuchJr' coun‘rlrgiie:i;. For Dﬂ#ﬂﬂ ‘er Ban Iéqtli,
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e SR '—T—"’m"‘ Beiii Ho Chi Minh Citv. Hanoi : S househotdmontn. Mean WP for the 1w hghe icome cries was 116
Msthodologicall| Comparative Tests chieindeli € lJ l ng / Y y / J The shaded rows are the three common bid values used in all four countries. However, USD and 141 USD/household/month (FOR Beqing %nd Bangkok rgspecTiveiy].
Academic aoenk Vi Bl B an 9 k 0 k an d D avao C iTy Bids 2 and 4 are set differently. Figures in parenthesis are percentages of “Yes" The pattern of response to the Regional Voluntary Prograi was similar.
. responses from the number of respondents in the split sample.
Is the QIGSS half full of half empfy7 A Role For Voluntary Contributions ? Awareness Is Not The Problem ? | Poli £
' olicy has to be target group specific
The results provide some support for the proposition that voluntary - N m ' y 9 9 p p f
v The cross-country sfudy have ggngm‘rgd experiences for the contributions could provide considerable sums for marine turtle ; 0 o , _ _
: conservation. " & People in Asia are already well-informed about the existence and plight of
researchers and demonstrated the potential for cross-country T . saced on th ¢ dertts i th . |
collaboration in undertaking a regional scale research using identical yhe potlntic’ vevente, hasec on e percentages ov fespondents 1 the _ marine furfles + Need fo focus on Need to address the
Fic y pay /month; would be around 50 % n o e - . : T
research tool. million USD/year. /88 Traditional prescription of "raising awareness” is therefore unlikely to yield those who are most Cr'EdIbIIITy and
- T L This is much less than what could be mobilized were the mandator sults:. Efforts to develop conservation finance mechanisms should therefore : : trustworthi f
+ Qutside of the academe, what contributions have our findings made? - - o rest P rustworTniness o
9 Bcg[r;'qfnf referenda passed in the four countries surveyed (135 mlmun be directed in a different and more difficult direction: improving the IIkE’-'Y to contribute the collec’ring agency
.0 because a percentage But it is more than the current global expenditures on marine turtle trustworthiness of government tax collection and expenditure systems. - The highe.r Income and the institutions to
of the respondents were conservation of 162 conservation organizations combined, estimated at s Conservati o5 might ol e in this by working with tet
willing to voluntarily some 20 million USD per year. .- onservation agencies might play a role in this by working with governments fo - The more educated manage the fund
L The harsh reality is that actually mobilizing these contributions would be sef ”.F'_Tr”ﬂ funds in which public f“”d? could be deposited W_'Th FD”f'dE”CE- - The younger pEUPIE‘. Bringing private
B difficult. The voluntary payment vehicle explored was a “check-off" for Charities could also explore the potential for voluntary contributions revealed by
---- was it a message of hope marine turtle conservation program on a household's monthly electricity bill. this study: their efforts should go primarily into identifying the relatively small - Those who are
While this might work once, it is not feasible to put check-off boxes on utility seqment of the population that is willing to contribute and fo developing cost- already members of
bills for every species or environmental cause. In the long run, these efforts o factive wavs of collecting pavments environmental
must be financed primarily out of general government revenue or "user-pay” e v g paymerts T
Whatever the interpretation, the fact that the glass itself is not empty schemes like environmental service payments. @8 Eventually, as incomes rise and governance improves, Asia's ability to pay for organizations
brings across a message that there is non-use values for public goods and T . w conservation will increase. In the meantime, contributions from the infernational
Ehe 3"'5;33‘33 of meaningful partnerships in conservation efforts that can community will continue fo be important in conserving what is, after all, a global
il resource.
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Marine turtle e he funds nobilaation T WO O July 23,2007, EPSEA held o development and academic circles
e - Ly efforts . oo LA conference at the Siam City Hotel
Tt ety P R : in Bangkok. The conference was ' iuly 2[1:_}]6: The Third World Congress of Environmental and Resource Economists,
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Development Bank's (ADB) Greater Mekong Subregion Environment Operations Centre
(6MS-EQC).
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The me’rhodo!ogé and lessons learnt have also been used for EEPSEA in-country training
courses in Lao PDR, Indonesia and Thailand as well Prince of Songkhla University

Economy and Environment Pr'ogr-am for Southeast Asia (EEPSEA) Jin Jianjun, Beijing Normal University; Anabeth Indab, Resources, Environmental &

: : : Economic Center for Studies, Philippines; Orapan Nabangchang, Sukhothai
Regional Office for Southeast and East Asia, IDRC Thammatirat Open University, Thailand; and Truong Dang Thuy, University of

22 Cross Street #02-55 , South Bridge Court, Singapore, 048421 Economics, HCMC Vietnam. Co-researchers were Dieldre Harder, Resources,
. Environmental & Economic Center for Studies and Rodelio F. Subade, University of
Web site: www.eepsea.org the Philippines in the Visayas.
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